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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM,  

LIFELONG LEARNING AND EMPLOYABILITY 

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes 

Educational Assessment Unit 
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2021 

 

YEAR 11  ENGLISH    MARKING SCHEME 

 
Half marks are to be rounded up only after the global mark has been arrived at                          
(e.g. 55½ = 56). No marks are to be rewarded if answers are not spelled correctly. 

Section A – LANGUAGE                                                                15 MARKS 

A.  Fill in with the correct form of the verb in brackets. The first one (0) 
has been done for you.                                (½ mark x 10 = 5 marks) 

 
1. picked up  6. was given 

2. were  7. posed 

3. spotted  8. were rescued 

4. ran  9. acted 

5. walk  10 are 

 
B.  Fill in with the correct preposition. The first one (0) has been done for 

you.                                                             (½ mark x 10 = 5 marks) 

 

1. on  6. to 

2. with  7. by 

3. at  8. for 

4. on  9. Since 

5. out  10 from 

 
C.  Fill in the blanks with a suitable word. The first one (0) has been done 

for you.                                                            (½ mark x 10 = 5 marks) 
 

1. ever  6. over 

2. love / enjoy  7. your 

3. reason  8. which /that 

4. or  9. health 

5. smile  10 than 

 

 

Track 1 
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Section B – READING COMPREHENSION  20 MARKS 
Note: 

 Markers are reminded not to penalise language errors unless what is 
written is unintelligible. 

 Answers do not have to be in full sentences. 
 Unless otherwise instructed, award marks for answers, which include 

the following content, which may also be rephrased. 

1. Underline the correct answer. (½ mark x 2 = 1 mark) 
a. Which of the following tabs would you click on to read this article? 

i. Politics 
ii. Sports 
iii. Environment 

iv. Science 
 

b. According to the passage, skateboarding 
i. has been considered an Olympic sport since 1928. 
ii. was not going to be included in Tokyo’s 2020 Olympic 

competitions. 
iii. will feature as an Olympic sport for the first time in 2021. 

2. What TWO things must Brown do to be chosen to participate in the next 
Olympics?  (1 mark x 2 = 2 marks) 

a. Participate in the upcoming Olympics qualifying events. 
b. Remain injury-free. 

3. According to Sky Brown, in what TWO ways are skateboarding and surfing 
similar?  (1 mark x 2 = 2 marks) 

a. Require the same positioning of the feet. 
b. Require similar body movements (in order to navigate the 

board) 
 

4. Underline the correct answer. (1 mark) 

 How does Sky Brown feel about her potential Olympic participation? 
a. She’s nervous about being the youngest skateboarder.  

b. She’s worried about not performing well. 
c. She’s keen to take part although she’s the youngest. 

 

5. Sky Brown says she wants “to inspire other girls” in line 18. In what way 
does she want to inspire them?  (2 marks) 

 Accept similar answers. 
 By showing them they can do anything they can set their mind to. 

 
6. What other talents does Sky Brown have besides skateboarding and surfing?  
 Snowboarding and dancing. (½ mark x 2 = 1 mark) 

                                                                                                         

7. How did Sky Brown learn to skateboard? (1 mark)                 
 By watching online videos. 
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8. Are these statements TRUE or FALSE? Underline the correct answer and give 
a reason from the text. (1 mark x 5 = 5 marks) 

Award marks only if both parts of the answer are correct. 

a. Sky Brown came first in the 2019 UK National Skateboarding 

 Championship.   
 True because she clinched the gold (at the United Kingdom 
 National Skateboarding Championship)  

b. Sky Brown has already been chosen to form part of the Summer  
Olympic UK team.  

 False because she has nearly guaranteed a spot. 
c. Surfing is also going to be considered an Olympic sport for the first 
 time.  

 True because it is also making its Olympic debut in the next 
 games. 

d. During the Olympic games Brown will be competing in both 
 skateboarding and surfing. 
 False because she decided to only pursue just skateboarding. 

e. Sky Brown is often top of her class at school. 
f. False because she is not a top student. 

 
9. What do these words refer to in the text?  (½ mark x 4 = 2 marks) 

a. she (line 4): Sky Brown 
b. which (line 9): Summer Olympics 
c. it (line 22): trick 

d. they (line 25): surfing or skateboarding 
 

10. What do the following words mean in the text?   (½ mark x 4 = 2 marks) 
a. clinching (line 3): securing / winning 
b. initially (line 23): at first 

c. accomplished (line 30): talented 
d. legendary (line 32): famous 

 
11. Underline the most appropriate answer.   (1 mark) 
 The main purpose of this article is 

a. to inform the reader about Sky Brown. 
b. to persuade the reader to start skateboarding. 

c. to entertain the reader with Sky Brown's story. 
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Section C – LITERATURE 20 MARKS 

UNPREPARED TEXT – POETRY  10 marks  

1. Underline the correct answer: (½ mark x 3 = 1½ marks)  
a. The poem is about: 

ii. the different characteristics of a river. 
 

b. “The River’s a wanderer. / A nomad, a tramp,” 
The first two lines of the poem show that the river is 
i. constantly moving. 

 
c. The short lines used in the poem create 

iii. a flowing rhythm. 
 

2. What is the rhyme scheme of the poem?  (½ mark) 

 ABCB 

 

3. “He twists and he turns / He just cannot be still” 
a. What figure of speech does the poet make use of in these lines? 

Underline the correct answer. (1 mark)  

ii. personification 
 

b. Setting refers to where the poem takes place. Which word in stanza 5 
shows this? (1 mark) 

 Countryside  

 
4. Underline the correct answer. (1 mark) 

 In stanza 3, the river is described as a “hoarder”. The tone in this stanza is 
a. secretive and mysterious. 
 

5. Underline the correct answer. (1 mark) 
 The line “He gurgles and hums” refers to the sense of 

a. sound. 
 
6. a.  In stanza 6, what TWO qualities of the river make it seem like a 

monster?  (½ mark x 2 = 1 mark) 
 Hungry and vexed                                                                          

b.  How does this stanza contrast with the rest of the poem? (1 mark) 
 Accept similar answers. 

 In stanza 6 we see the aggressive/negative qualities of the 
river while the rest of the poem shows its calm/positive ones. 

 

7. The last line of the poem “And he’ll swallow you next” seems to be a 
warning. What is it warning us about? (2 marks) 

 Accept similar answers. 

 It is warning us that the river can be strong and violent and you can 
drown in it. 
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UNPREPARED TEXT – PROSE  10 marks  

1. a.  Underline the correct answer. The passage is written in the (1 mark) 

  i.  first person 

 b.  Writers use this narrative style to make the story (1 mark) 

  iii.  more personal 

2. Why do you think the narrator remembers the day the ship arrived on the 
island? (1 mark) 

 Accept answers which highlight the fact that the arrival of the ship was an 
unusual if not unique event. 

 
3. The narrator compares Ramo’s eyes to a lizard’s. What three similarities 

does he find between Ramo’s eyes and the reptile’s? 

                                                                   (3 x ½ mark = 1½ mark) 
 a.  black;  

 b.  large;  
 c.  sleepy-looking 

4. Ramo “liked to pretend that one thing was another”, according to the 

author. 
a. Quote a sentence where Ramo does this. (½ mark) 

 It is a flat stone without any scratches. 

b. What is this figure of speech called? (1 mark) 

 Metaphor 

5. a.  The narrator makes use of words related to the environment which 
surrounds him. Quote FOUR examples of these words.  

   (4 x ½ mark = 2 marks) 

  Accept any FOUR of the following:  

  Shell, gull, cove, roots, sea, lizard, fly  

b. What does this tell us about the characters’ relationship with nature?  
                                                                                         (1 mark) 

 They live very closely with nature. 

6. The narrator tells his brother Ramo, "While you look at the sea… I dig roots. 

And it is I who will eat them and you who will not." What does this tell us 
about the different characters of the two brothers? (1 mark) 

 Accept any answer which brings out the fact that the elder brother is either 

more responsible or more matter-of-fact than the younger, more playful but 
insightful brother.  
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Section D – COMPOSITION 25 MARKS  

Writing Marking Scheme  

Yr 11 Tr 1   
(based on 25 marks)   Excellent – very good Good- average Below average- weak 

  4  3-2  1-0  

Task Achievement and 
Relevance  (4 marks)  

Task is fully achieved.  
Text type features are 

appropriate.  
Content is completely relevant.  

Task is partly achieved.  
Text type features are mostly 

appropriate.  Content is mostly 
relevant  

Task is hardly achieved. Text 
type features are 
inappropriate.  

Content is not relevant.  

Organisation and Linking   
(4 marks)   

Paragraphs are well-organised 
and cohesive. Effective use of 

linking words.  

Paragraphs are adequately 
organised and mostly cohesive.  

Adequate use of linking words.   

Paragraphs are poorly organised 
and hardly cohesive.  

Poor or no use of linking words.  

Vocabulary   (4 marks)   A wide range of 
vocabulary is used 
appropriately.  Good 
use of register.  

  

A moderate range of vocabulary 
is used mostly appropriately.  

Adequate use of register.  

A limited range of vocabulary is 
used hardly appropriately.   

Poor use of register.  

 8-7 6-3 2-0 

Grammatical accuracy   
(8 marks)   

Grammatical structures are 
widely varied and accurate.   

Accurate use of punctuation with 
the occasional minor error.   

Grammatical structures are 
adequately varied and mostly 
accurate.   

Adequate use of punctuation.  

Grammatical structures are 
limited and mostly inaccurate. 

Poor use of punctuation which 
hinders communication.  

 5-4 3-2 1-0 

Spelling   (5 marks)   Spelling of low-frequency words 
mostly accurate with the 
occasional minor error.  

 0 mistakes = 5marks  

1-2 mistakes = 4 marks  

Spelling of low-frequency words 
fairly accurate.  

3-4 mistakes = 3 marks  

5-6 mistakes = 2 marks  

Spelling of low-frequency and 
high-frequency words mostly 
inaccurate.   

7-8 mistakes = 1 mark  

9+ mistakes = 0 marks  

 

 Word count:  Between 145 and 149 or 201 and 205, deduct 1 mark; below 145 or over 205, deduct 2 marks.    


